Academ ia Cesar Ch avez New s
Fr om t h e Pr in cipal an d Assist an t Pr in cipal
On Friday, March 29th, we had a wonderful celebration of the
birthday of Cesar Chavez. Scholars and staff gathered in the
gymnasium for a speech by our school?s founder, Ramona Rosales.
Many scholars performed for the audience. The concert band
performed two new pieces, the mariachis played the Cesar Chavez
song and ?De Colores?, and the fourth-grade Spanish class performed
a play about Cesar Chavez?s work and life. It was a great program and
we thank all of the scholars, staff, families, and community members
who came to celebrate this special day with us. Si se puede!
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In the United States, we have seen a rapid change in behavior in
adults and children in the past ten years due to smart phones and
tablets becoming ubiquitous. Children are using phones and tablets
at a young age and this is creating long-term problems?
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In a recent article in Time, psychologist Jean Twenge (San Diego State
University) says there is credible research linking heavy technology use
with the surge in depression and other mental health issues among
adolescents. Here are the limits she has established with her three
children:
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· No phones or tablets in the bedroom at night; the kids use real alarm
clocks to wake up.
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Fr om t h e Pr in cipal an d Assist an t Pr in cipal (Con t ...)
We have been working on making math fact recall automatic. We have set aside a few minutes
each day to drill basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. We use flash
card and computer applications. XtraMath is an online application that all teachers use. Please
check out the website and watch your child using www.XtraMath.org to see how it works. It is
simple to use and is translated into many languages, including Spanish. Several recent studies
have shown that increasing speed in identifying basic math facts can help scholars rapidly
improve their math skills overall. We recommend that scholars practice their math facts at
home three times a week or more using flash cards or XtraMath. Doing this will make a big
difference in a short period of time!
Other Events
The Winter Games showed pride of the school and brought happiness in our scholars. The
entire school participated in the Winter Games and the read-a-thon. We enjoyed seeing the
scholars and staff having fun participating in the events around the school. Many parents
attended the parent-teacher conferences during the last week of March. We thank you for
your dedication to helping your children learn and work hard.
--Mr. Johnson and Ms. Moran
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Pre-Kindergarten w it h Ms.
Jimenez and Ms. Morantes
Our Pre-Kindergarten team is proud to share the gifts of learning and amusement in our
classrooms every day. We strive to constantly learn through reading, playing, and other
classroom activities. Our scholars are busy accomplishing many of the goals we established at
the beginning of the school year, for instance: identifying numbers from 1 to 10, comparing, and
sorting. We are also glad to offer different ways to learn about the world--like exploring dental
care, participating in sports, and investigating jungle animals!
This year our Pre-K scholars have enjoyed the Read-a-Thon, in which we retold stories with our
favorite fictional characters like Pete the Cat and the Cat in the Hat. Scholars worked to identify
characters, describe a story's setting, and identity the plot. On Math and Science Night, our Pre-K
scholars had the opportunity to witness a chemical reaction.
One of our favorite quotes from our Pre-K class is: ?The more that you read, the more things you
will know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go!" -- Dr. Seuss
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Kindergarten w it h Ms.
Koslow ski and Ms. Lopez
It has been an exciting third quarter in
Kindergarten! During this third quarter
scholars have grown reading levels,
learned their syllables, power words and
worked hard on their math facts. They
are becoming independent writers and
illustrators. We also celebrated the
Winter Olympic Games, Read-a-thon and
the 100 days of school.

Scholars have been counting the days of school
since the beginning of the school year eagerly
awaiting the 100 days of school celebration!
During our celebration we decorated our
classroom, created a 100 days smarter crown,
counted 100 treats for a special snack, scholars
wrote what they would do if they had 100
dollars, painted 100 gumballs and they worked
on a book titled ?My 100 Things Booklet?. But
what they enjoyed the most was building a tower
with 100 cups. As their teachers we are very
proud of them for all their hard work. We look
forward to continuous growth as life long
learners as we enter the 4th quarter.

"We li ve i n a li terate soci ety, where conventi onal spelli ng i s a
necessi ty i f a person wants to be tak en seri ously at work ."
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1st Grade w it h Ms. Chacon
and Mr. Llangari
We began this quarter by distinguishing between fantasy and
reality as well as facts and opinions. Teachers and scholars
enjoyed the lessons-- it was a ball to have everyone sharing
opinions and contrasting them with related facts. Scholars
showed off their critical thinking skills during this unit. Once
scholars had a strong grasp on the difference between a fact
and opinion scholars began the opinion writing unit in which
they were able to write about their own opinions with 3
supporting reasons, an introduction and a conclusion.
Scholars wrote opinion pieces about their favorite animal or
food. Scholars then used what they learned about opinion
writing to create their own book recommendation.
Scholars learned to use a Venn Diagram to compare and
contrast characters in stories. Scholars enjoyed finding
similarities and differences in stories. More recently, scholars
have begun writing their own first grade Autobiographies. We
can?t wait to see their finished work.

d wrote
about
event in
life.Maps. Scholars are more familiar with cardinal directions
In
Social stories
Studies,
we?vean
learned
allour
about
and parts of a map. In addition, we have learned about the 7 Continents and 5 Oceans of Earth.
Scholars are able to name and identify them on an atlas, with the help of some songs! VERY
IM PRESSIVE. We finished the quarter by learning about U.S symbols. Scholars are able to identify
U.S symbols and describe facts about them,; what the colors are the flag stand for, what landmark
Mount Rushmore is over 500 ft. tall and the Statue of Liberty was a gift given to us by France.
Scholars also made their own Bald Eagles to represent power and freedom.
In Math,scholars worked hard on learning their 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional shapes along
with their attributes. Scholars learned to identify faces, edges and vertices on 3 dimensional
shapes. We have also begun learning to tell time on a clock. Scholars are having a blast using their
own classroom clocks to read and show time to the hour and half-hour.

Celebr at in g becom in g 100 days sm ar t er !!
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2nd Grade w it h Ms. Perez and
Ms. Schumacher

Second grade had a interactive and busy third quarter. We started off reviewing story
elements and discussing the beginning, middle, and end in books. We also taught fables.
Scholars practiced identifying the moral in the story as well as the characters. After fables,
we introduced nonfiction text features in preparation for our zoo project coming up this
spring. Finally, we taught main idea and details within our science unit on states of matter.
Scholars had a blast experimenting with solids, liquids, and gases. We froze lemonade and
talked about how it changed to a solid popsicle. We also combined vinegar and baking soda
to make a gas! After the interactive experiments, scholars took this information and wrote
a paragraph about the three states of matter.
In math, we have been practicing our math facts, reading bar graphs, and taught a unit on
measurement. Scholars have been using manipulatives and pictures to help them identify
?how many more? when comparing two numbers. We have also been doing math warm ups
and solving different ways to get from one number to the next. Scholars are also practicing
their math facts daily. This will help them solve more complex story problems more quickly
and accurately. Second grade is looking forward to quarter four and finishing the school
year strong.

"A room wi thout book s i s li ke a body
wi thout a soul."
-Ci cerno
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3rd Grade w it h Ms. Wagg, Ms.
McHugh and Ms. Dalluge
During this past quarter in 3rd grade we have been working hard on mastering our
multiplication math facts. We have been sharing strategies that help us to solve our facts more
efficiently. Some of these strategies include the area model and helper facts. Much of our
Everyday Math Curriculum has focused on fractions. We have been working on naming fractions
and comparing them, including identifying equivalent fractions. We have used fractions on a
number line to help with understanding and lots of hands-on activities.
Our quarter in reading began with exploring fables and their features, including finding the
moral or lesson of the stories. We spent two weeks reading chapter books from the My Weird
School Book series. We spent time writing about the plot of the stories and then comparing and
contrasting two books from the series. Our focus when re-telling was on theme, plot, characters
and setting. As the quarter has come to a close we are digging into non-fiction texts and finding
the main idea and details that support the main idea.
We are happy to welcome Mrs. McHugh back. She has been missed! We would also like to
welcome Mrs. Preciado to the 3rd grade team. She is completing her teaching degree at the
University of St. Thomas and will be with us through May.
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4t h Grade w it h Ms. Jadoonat h,
Ms. W insor and Mr. Denny
In fourth grade we have been studying poems and
learning vocabulary that goes along with poetry.
Poetry has been fun for us in fourth grade but also
challenging! We learned that a poem DOESN'T have
to rhyme, there are plenty of poems that do not. We
have recently started learning about Tall Tales. We
did a lot of brainstorming after our first day in the
unit of different stories we have heard that follow
the criteria for a tall tale. We even talked about the
famous Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox and his
connection to Minnesota.

We recently wrapped up our Social Studies unit of geography and learning the 50 states
and capitals. It was very hard task to do, but with lots of practicing and singing our song we
became very successful in learning our states and capitals.
The fourth graders have just started our States of Matter unit in science. The scholars have
been very curious on the different stages of Matter and learning how they transform from
one state to another. Our scholars will be doing some experiments in the near future.
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5t h Grade w it h Ms. Johnson
and Ms. Waxon
Fifth grade is learning so much about
fractions. For example, scholars are
manipulating fraction bars to compare
and order fractions as well as identify
equivalent fractions. Scholars have
been converting improper fractions
and mixed numbers. Soon we will add
and subtract fractions and mixed
numbers with unlike denominators.
Also, we will place fractions on
numbers lines. To fulfill the standard
In reading we have been reading a wonderful novel called
of looking at the same text across
Tiger Rising.. The skills we have been working on while
different cultures, we read many
reading this book is inferencing, questioning strategies,
versions of the fairy tale Cinderella.
and the wonderful world of figurative language. Scholars
We are composing a compare and
have been identifying and explaining the meaning of
contrast essay about the similarities
similes, metaphors, idioms, personification, hyperbole,
and differences between two of the
alliterations, and onomatopoeia words. They are learning
stories. They practiced their
why the author decides to use such beautiful figurative
summarizing skills for each type of
language in their writing. The scholars just finished a 13
Cinderella.
colony project by designing and writing about one of the
middle, northern, or southern colonies. In science we
finished the unit on soil and kicked off our unit in on
ecosystems. We will be learning all about the organisms
in a community, ecosystem, biome, and biosphere as well
as food webs and food chains. As a culminating event to
this unit, we went to the Minnesota Zoo where we
attended a class called "Bare Necessities." This class will
let them make a food web and get close to some of
Minnesota's animals and talk about Minnesota forests.
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Middle School
In quarter 3, the 6th graders
have focused rules- do they
help us or hinder us? Scholars
read Bud, Not Buddy by Paul
Curtis as their core text, but also
analyzed speeches by Steve Jobs
and President Obama, the
poem ?If ? and finally the
American Indian story, ?Too
Many Rules.? The 6th graders
then participated in a seminar,
discussing the question of
En glish
whether rules help us or hurt
us. To wrap up the unit, the 6th
Lan gu age
graders are doing research
Ar t s:
projects on different ?rules to
live by? and will summarize their
7th grade has begun a new unit
findings on a poster.
- a spin off from Pygmalion The entire Middle School
participated in ACC?s 4th annual focused on Media Literacy.
Scholars have been engaging in
Read-a-Thon. The Middle
generating effective research
School?s theme this year was
?Choose Your Own Adventure.? questions, researching, and
Scholars participated in a day of analyzing sources. Particularly,
activities, including an all Middle scholars have been analyzing
messages about gender roles in
School game in which the
advertisements. They will use
scholars had to go from
their newfound knowledge and
classroom to classroom,
skills to create a culminating
complete vocabulary
?Counter Advertisement? which
challenges, read different
narratives and try to make it out sends a new message to their
chosen audience.
of ?The House of Danger.?
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8th grade focused on
different ways people can
?take a stand? against injustice
this quarter. Reading The Hate
U Give by Angie Thomas as
their core text, scholars also
analyzed this concept through
poetry, songs, speeches and
news articles. The scholars
were able to use their new
knowledge in a class debate
on police brutality. The 8th
graders are now writing an
essay analyzing the novel and
will finish unit with their own
?Protest Project.?
In February, 8th graders also
had the opportunity to hear
from ACC alumni who are now
high school students. 9 alumni
returned to participate in a
panel conversation about
what to expect in high school.

Middle School (Cont ..)
St u den t Cou n cil
Student Council has been busy this quarter! In
February we got to visit the State Capitol and
meet with different representatives. Scholars
were even able to sit in on a hearing! Our
student council also had the privilege of hosting
New Century School?s student council. Our
scholars were able to collaborate and were
proud to show off the school. Finally, Student
Council were helpers at the Winter Games,
showing off their leadership skills. Student
Council is currently working on planning a Spring
Dance for the scholars of ACC.

St u den t Cou n cil Visit s t h e Capit al!

"We cannot seek achi evement for ourselves and forget about
progress and prosperi ty for our communi ty. Our ambi ti ons must
be broad enough to i nclude the aspi rati ons and needs of others, for
thei r sak es and for our own."
-Cesar Chavez
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Middle School (Cont ..)
Quarter Three for Social Studies has been very busy! We said goodbye to our two 6th
grade classes, who switched to Science, and immediately said hello to our two 8th grade
classes. The 8th grade units focus heavily on the geographical features, major religions
and governments, cities, and cultures of the world. We will be "visiting" almost every
continent, where we will learn how the distinct geographies affect the history and
present lives of the peoples living in these areas. When we reach each continent, we
have scheduled speakers to give firsthand knowledge of their country of origin, or a
country that they have lived in for an extensive amount of time. We are grateful to Mr.
Mata, who gave us a detailed presentation (including snacks!) about his country of
Mexico. We are also grateful to Ms. Morales and her PreK class, who gave us a beautiful
presentation (and dance!) about her country of Colombia. We are learning so much
about these countries, but more importantly about the amazing staff that we have the
opportunity to work with on a daily basis. This is one of the advantages having a school
that serves PreK - 8th graders. We already have speakers to represent Europe and Africa
scheduled for the next few months!
Our 7th grade classes have changed, too, as we said to goodbye to 7th White and hello
to 7th Gold. They started immediately working on learning all 50 of the United States on
the map, and at the beginning of Q4 they will be required to take a full map test. While
the scholars have memorized small sections of the US map, they have learned key
historical details including the lead up to American Independence, Westward Expansion,
and the causes of the Civil War. We currently are working on a diary project
incorporating information about Westward Expansion. We continue to have very lively
conversations about how our country was shaped physically, politically, and culturally.

M s. M or an t es'
pr esen t at ion f or 8t h
gr ade, w it h h er Pr eK
sch olar s h elpin g ou t .
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Upcoming Event s at ACC
-

Apr il 18t h - Glow in t h e Dar k Dan ce 5:00-7:00
Apr il 19t h - Good Fr iday - No Sch ool f or St af f or Sch olar s
Apr il 26t h - Ear ly Release at 11:15am
Apr il 26t h - An n u al M eet in g 5:00 - 8:00
M ay 8t h - Open Hou se at 10:00 an d 2:00
M ay 14t h - Open Hou se at 10:00 an d 2:00
M ay 27t h - M em or ial Day - No Sch ool f or St af f or Sch olar s

H ap p y Sp r i n g!!
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